
By John Simonson, WRTU Chapter President
     Wild Rivers TU Chapter is on its 43rd year. Over the years our chapter has 
worked on many cold-water conservation projects across Northwest Wisconsin. 
This year we are hitting the ground running. We have a wonderful fly-tying 

social event planned for March 21st at the Sawmill 
Saloon. Followed by our first ever WRTU Coldwater 
Conservation Symposium at Lakewoods Resort in 
Cable on April 18th. The Conservation Symposium 
is free and open to the public. More information to 
follow.

     We are also starting to plan our stream workdays for 2026. Since Winter in 
northwest Wisconsin is unpredictable it is difficult for us to create specific workdays 
until Spring finally arrives. So, stay tune, we need all the volunteers we can get for 
our workdays.
     We also had our WRTU Chapter Board of Director elections on January 14, 2026. 
Below are our chapter officers and board members for 2026.

      President – John Simonson		     Vice President – Frank Pratt
      Treasurer – Bob Traczyk		     Secretary – Alan Brew
      Past President – Kevin Seefeldt	    Board Member – Larry Mann
      Board Member – Wendy Williamson    Board Member – Jason Nelson
      Board Member – Ken Benoit		    Board Member - Dan Bloomquist
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How is WRTU Chapter Money Spent?
By John Simonson
     I get asked each year by some of our member donors where the chapter is investing the monies being donated. Wild 
Rivers TU Chapter has been donating a great amount of money to Coldwater Conservation efforts across Northwest 
Wisconsin. So far in 2026 we have donated over $16,000. 
•	 $3,000 to the DNR for the White River State Fishery Area (Bayfield County)
•	 $3,000 to the DNR for the Clam River State Fishery Area (Burnett County)
•	 $1,200 to purchase tree seedlings for the Lincoln Community Forest to be planted this Spring on the Marengo River 

(Bayfield County)
•	 $5,000 to the Burke Center for Ecosystem Research for an intern to help this summer working on the North Fish Creek 

Sediment Reduction Project
•	 $5,000 to the Great Lakes TU National for culvert replacement projects in Northwest Wisconsin ($2,500 from the 

Friends of TU Grant)
•	 $250 to Superior Rivers Watershed Association as a business partner
     Although none of the $35 we all pay annually to TU National goes toward our WRTU Chapter projects, we do directly 
benefit from all the stream projects Great Lakes TU National does in Northwest Wisconsin. Chris Collier and Katti Renik 
from Great Lakes TU have been big supporters to our stream improvement projects in Northwest Wisconsin.
     For our local chapter cold water stream conservation projects, the dollars needed for the work comes directly from the 
generous donations made to Wild Rivers TU Chapter. Without these donations to WRTU Chapter much of our cold water 
conservation work would not be possible. This includes improving stream access for fishermen, as well as helping to sustain 
our wild trout populations.
     A special thank you to those who have generously donated money and their time to Wild Rivers TU Chapter.
If you have any questions or thoughts please feel free to email: tu.wildrivers@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events
Below is a brief overview for some of the WRTU 
Chapter upcoming events:

Superior Rivers Watershed Association -  
Streams of 2026
March 6, 2026 – Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center 
(5:30pm – 7:00pm)

GLTU & WRTU’s Fly Tying Social
March 21, 2026 – Fly Tying Social & Pizza Party, 
Sawmill Saloon (Noon -4:00pm)

WRTU Coldwater Conservation Symposium
April 18, 2025 – Lakewoods Resort, Cable (2:00pm 
– 6:00pm)

Lincoln Community Forest
May 1, 2026 – Tree seedling planting on the 
Marengo River, Lincoln Community Forest (more 
details to follow)

White River State Fishery Area
May 8, 2026 – Tree seedling planting on the South 
Fork of the White River (more details to follow)

Clam River State Fishery Area
Stream Habitat Restoration Workdays TBD

Fish Creek – Burke Center for Ecosystem 
Research
Workdays and Special Event in progress
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Fly Tying at Ashland High School

     This Winter again WRTU Chapter members are teaching fly tying to 18 
Ashland High School students. 
     If you have any extra fly tying material to donate to help the students 
learning to tie flies please email: tu.wildrivers@gmail.com. We will arrange 
for pick up of the materials.

Please patronize 
our business 
supporters!
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Wild Rivers Chapter
Trout Unlimited
29450 Verners Road
Ashland, WI 54806

See Our Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/wildrivers.tu 

Wild Rivers Board Members & Term of Office

President
John Simonson
Drummond, WI

john@wiflyfisher.com
Mobile: 920-212-0185

President Term:  2024-2025

Vice-President
Frank Pratt

10783 Minnie Ave. • Hayward, WI 54843
fpratt32@gmail.com

Vice President term 2023-2024

Past President
Kevin Seefeldt

507 Beaser Ave • Ashland, WI  54806
kseef09@gmail.com

President term 2024-2025

Secretary
Alan Brew

70020 Moquah Ski Hill Rd • Ashland,  WI  54806
abrew@northland.edu

Secretary term 2024-2025

Treasurer
Bob Traczyk

604 Riverside Dr. • Hurley, WI 54534
715-561-3098

bbtraczyk@gmail.com
Treasurer term 2024-2025

Ken Benoit
218-393-1479

troutster80@gmail.com
Board Member 2023-2026

Dan Bloomquist
25075 Dybedal Rd. • Mason, WI 54856

715-763-3376
orchardhouse@cheqnet.net

Board Member 2013-26

Bill Heart
29450 Verners Road • Ashland, WI 54806

715-682-4703
wwheart@centurytel.net

Term: 2023-2025

Larry Mann
Hayward, WI

larry.mann2014@gmail.com
715-558-1995

Term: 2024-2026

Wendy Williamson
Hayward, WI

wswfish5@gmail.com
Term: 2024-2026

 

 Check Out Our Website
https://wrtu.org

See us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/wildrivers.tu/

For questions email us at:
tu.wildrivers@gmail.com


